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Gaudier wished to be always in the vanguard of the
moment. Not a bad thing in a very young man, but likely
to lead him later into " anything for up-to-dateness " $ he
had any amount of talcuit and great energy. He awoke very
early in the mornings and immediately set to work, finishing
something right off in some particular stylo, but his volatile
nature caused him to change his style from week to week.
I say tliis, as critics now, not knowing the sources of all
these styles, are inclined to speak of him as an innovator in
sculpture.

His early death in the Great War gave him, in their eyes,
an immediate status, which was out of proportion to his
achievements. This is apt to happen in such circumstances,
especially when the first appraisers are distinguished "by their
knowledge of literature rather than by their knowledge of
art. Far from innovating, Gaudier always followed. He
followed quickly, overnight as it were, and in the short period
of his working life, he tried out any number of styles, not
sticking long to any one. There have been some picturesque
lives written about him and Sophie Brzeska who lived with
him,

His life lent itself to dramatisation, and a play was written
about him in America* Gaudier himself was young enough
to wish to startle people, and I remember his declaring that
he was homosexual, expecting us to be horrified. He wore a
cloak over his shoulders arid tried to grow a beard, and got
his eyes blacked or nose punched in fights with .Cockneys,
My relations with Gaudier were very friendly. We were
interested in each other's work* In the French fashion of the
younger to the older artist he wrote to me and addressed me
as Cher Mattre.

I visited Gaudier at his workshop in Putney, He occupied
(mo of a number of large workshops that were constructed
under the railway arches leadipg to Putney Bridge. Gaudier
was at that time working on his portrait of Ezra Pound in
marble* (Pound had asked him to make it virijp and this
Gaudier was endeavouring to do, explaining to me the general
biological significance*) Every ten or fifteen, mimxtes the